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 Hello Friends, and welcome to our first 
newsletter! We have decided to make 
one to keep you up-to date on past 
events, current happening and future 
plans!

Our newsletters will bring you news of 
our events, updates and more!

So look out for them every Season!

Why I volunteered.
By Tree
I decided to volunteer with the Friends 
of Middleton Park because I like the 
woods and I think it’s important that we 
look after them for their historical 
interest and natural beauty. 

The historical interest is important to 
me because it’s my heritage, it’s where 
I come from. My grandma rode the 
tram, my mum played on carpets of 
bluebells, I ate ice cream from the 
shack and now I enjoy walking my dog 
there and attending events provided by 
the Friends. It’s not distant or removed, 
I am a part of it and it is a part of me. 

The natural beauty is important to me 
because although I enjoy the benefits 
of living in an urban environment close 
to a major city I also often feel deprived 
of green spaces and a walk in the 
woods can do wonders for my heart 
and spirit. I challenge anyone, even my 
friends who are slightly amused and 
bemused by my interest and 
involvement in the park, to spend time 
there and not be moved by it. These 
woods are enchanted. They are 
peacefully beautiful and invigoratingly 
awe inspiring. They are ancient and 
enduring and at the same time tender 
and vulnerable and they require our 
respect and protection. 

Which bring me to responsibility. I 
believe strongly in community, that we 
who use and enjoy this space and wish 
to see it continue and thrive share a 
duty to make that happen. I also 
believe that places like Middleton Park 
can be a unifying force, in these times 
when we are so divided our shared 
spaces are, for me, an opportunity to 
come together and enjoy something in 
common, whether that’s listening to a 
band, or sampling a homemade cake 
or surveying bats or even, yes, Zumba-
ing. For a brief moment we can come 
together as Friends with many 
wonderful and varied interests and one 
shared goal, to continue to enjoy our 
wonderful park. 

For these reasons I decided to 
volunteer. It has been a whirlwind 
romance, from that distant AGM where 
I tentatively held up my hand and said 
‘I think I can help’ to the recent triumph 
of the Annual Craft and Produce Show.

Continued on Page 2... 

Oddsocks 2012
By Alan

This year in June the Friends saw the 
welcome of the Oddsocks Theatre 
company and their irreverent but 
very funny and palatable version of a 
Shakespeare comedy – and yes all of 
Oddsocks’ productions of 
Shakespeare are comedies. You 
could say that they are tragic 
comedies in that no joke is left un-
turned, no innuendo unravelled, and 
we just love it. And by ‘we’ I don’t just 
mean the Friends, and the audience, 
but the actors too. The atmosphere 
at an Oddsocks production in the 
Park is just unique, in fact Andy 
Barrow, who played the brute Brutus 
in this year’s Julius Caesar and who 
runs the company, said that if he 
could bottle it he would take it with 
him everywhere.

What I think is different about the 
atmosphere in the Park is that having a 
Shakespeare play done in a park in 
South Leeds is just so unusual and out 
of the ordinary that people are genuinely 
interested in making sure that it is a 
success…and of course the kids just 
treat it all as pantomime. They scream 
at the villains, cheer at the heroes, and 
(in this case) laugh hysterically during 
the bath scene, yes you know the one, 
where Caesar appeared to be making 
water in his bath! And there is always 
something for the adults who, apart from 
maybe understanding what is happening 
in the bath scene a bit better, can 
always look forward to those lines you 
know are going to come, and then 
laughing when they come out. So when 
Caesar starts his famous infamy speech 
you know it will run ‘Infamy, infamy…
they’ve all got it in for me!’

Photo by Ivor

Welcome!

For Julius Caesar there were five cast 
members on show, but that is only the 
start as those five cast members played 
16 different roles, not including two 
rather wooden supporting roles! And 
although there is a very good script you 
know that Andy or one of the other 
actors or actresses will always take the 
opportunity to bring up current affairs in 
an effective improvisation, in fact you 
almost anticipate something going 
wrong so that they can improvise. The 
show in June was no exception. I 
remember a young woman getting up 
from the front row of the audience, 
running right around the crowd to greet 
someone on the road, all to a running 
commentary from Brutus from the 
‘stage’ area.

And that’s another thing. As the ‘stage’ 
is temporary it has to be ‘built’ for each 
performance. It starts as a flat wagon 
rolled off a white van and has to be 
bolted together by cast members (who 
also therefore act as chippies and stage 
hands) before the show starts. They 
also have to put up the back stage area 
and rig the lights (so also include 
‘electrician’ in that jobs list). The wagon 
is reversible with a different ‘stage’ 
backdrop on either side with the cast 
making a big brouhaha out of turning it 
around and letting down the sides 
(which actually form the stage). It also 
takes a hand in a gag running through 
each production with a cast member 
getting ‘caught’ underneath when they 
have to drop the sides of the wagon and 
shouting ‘I’m all right’!

Next summer we look forward to hosting 
them again for what is a proper 
Shakespeare comedy – ‘The Comedy of 
Errors’ – but we know don’t we that it will 
be so much more for us! 

Designed by Steven Wilson
Also, thanks to Rachel for having to forward 
all the e-mails, you were a great help!



  "Westood Residents 
Ran a mini gala all 

of their own including
a tombola, a coconut 
shy and hook-a-duck!

Trophies. He also 
presented the prizes 
for Belle Isle in Bloom 
and Middleton in 
Bloom to some very 
proud gardeners.

View of The Show From the Lake (Photo by Ivor)

Craft, Flower and 
Produce Show 2012

The show was a great 
success! We thank 
everyone who came out.

Friends of

Some  fruit and veg 
may have suffered 
from the summer's rain 
but there were some 
stunning flower 
arrangements and the 
home produce and arts 
& crafts side of the 
marquee was brilliant. 

After months of 
planning for the Show 
and so many summer 
Sunday activities 
ruined by rain, 

Sunday 9th 
September dawned 
fair and bright and 
Richard turned out at 
some unmentionably 
early hour to let the 
marquee people on 
site.

And this year's Show 
proved to be the best 
yet, with over a 
thousand visitors, 
dozens of stalls and 
activities and an 
amazing display of 
local skills and talent 
in the marquee. 

We hope that 
everyone who came 
this year feels inspired 
to get gardening and 
growing in time for next 
year.  It's all great fun 
and together we make 
a wonderful Show!

This year's Show was 
funded by Leeds City 
Council Inner Area 

very grateful.  We get 
wonderful support from 
our 3 local Councillors, 
Judith Blake, Kim 
Groves and Paul 
Truswell.

South 
Committee and 
the Sir George 
Martin Trust, for 
which the 
Friends were 

The Executive 
Board member 
with 
responsibility 
for parks, 
presented the 

“It was a great 
show, bigger and 
better, the whole 

community turned 
out. Thanks all for 
your attendance 

and participation.” 
- Al Henry

"Just two of the 
many children who 

had their face painted!"!

Visitor Centre?
I bet you all have been 
wondering when the new centre 
will be open?

Well, that has been changing a 
lot, but the centre is finally done. 
The centre will be open from the 
10th of December 2012 onwards, 
from 10:15 to 2:15 Monday to 
Friday!

This also means that we can use 
the centre for our events on a 
Sunday We hope to see you 
there!

Every step of the way has been a 
pleasure enjoyed with new friends 
who are wonderfully diverse and 
eccentrically unique and have, 
since that first meeting, greeted me 
with open hearts and minds and 
smiles and cake. As we move into 
2013 with our new Lakeside Centre, 
an array of lottery funded 
improvements and our first winter 
programme I’m proud to hold up my 
head and hand and say ‘I am a 
Friend’.  

If you’d like to join us, we would 
love to have your help!

If you are interested please 
contact the membership 
secretary or just come down and 
talk In person! You can now sign 
up on the online registration 
form too! Just visit the “Contact 
Us” page on the website.

Thanks for getting our newsletter.
If you want any more info, please 
visit www.fomp.co.uk



  

Middleton Park
A little bit of Research

By Nick
As part of the Heritage Lottery 
Grant aided improvements in the 
park a small group of the Friends 
including myself are helping the 
City Council with the new signage 
in the park.  The text, to be put on 
A1 Sheets that are to be mounted 
on large stones at various points 
of interest around the park, being 
one of the main tasks.

4 trails are to be established one of 
which is the transport trail. We 
decided that this should also take in 
the Clearings as during the 1930's 
this area had been used by The 
National Aviation Displays Ltd. 
Commonly known as Sir Alan 
Cobhams Flying Circus as an 
airfield to hold an air pageant. It was 
also common knowledge that two 
children had been killed at this 
event. An old booklet that had been 
published about 20 years ago said 
this event took place in 1932.

These events took place just about 
within living memory. I felt strongly 
that if we were going to write about 
this, we ought at least to remember 
by name  those who died.  I was 
sure there would be newspaper 
reports about the tragedy.

Its far easier to carry out research 
these days. There's this wonderful 
World Wide Web and Google, so 
you can just sit at home and learn.

 I thought the best place to start was 
to try the Yorkshire Post website.  
This took me to a national 
newspaper archive where there 
were a number of reports about this 
tragedy in various newspapers, 
however there was a fee to access 
this archive. What it did give me 
though was the probable date I was 

looking for. The 11th June 1933 [not 
1932] 

The following morning I had a meeting 
in the centre of Leeds and immediately 
afterwards I headed to the Leeds 
reference library. I found that it has local 
newspapers on microfilm dating back to 
the early years of the last century. So I 
was shown the roll of film containing the 
Yorkshire Evening Posts from April to 
June 1933. You have to wind the film by 
hand in the reader and as this roll ended 

on 16th June it was a long job to get 
where I wanted. But there it was page 7 

on Monday 12th June 1933 with the 
headline about the previous days 
accident.

Leeds Air Pageant Tragedy:  
How Two Boys Were Killed.

The victims were named as Fred Smith 
aged 12 of 25,Cameron St and Leslie 
Taylor aged 8 of 9,Westbury St. were 
killed by a large aircraft coming in to 
land. 

The plane a Handley Page airliner was 
being used to give flights to the public. 
Coming in to land in windy conditions it 
hit a down draught while headed 
towards a group standing outside the 
flying enclosure. Skimming just above 
the ground either a wheel or the tail skid 
caught the boys. Others in the group 
only avoided being hit by throwing 
themselves on the ground. Another boy 
Fred Hooper who had cycled with Fred 
Smith from Cameron St had a lucky 
escape when the sole of his boot was 
torn off by the aircraft.

the plane made a perfect landing; the 
pilot Flight Lieutenant Hugh Johnston 
being unaware
that anything had gone wrong.

Having found this information. We need 
some photographs for the sheets. I am 
not sure whether it will be possible to 
obtain photos of the boys but I decided 
to try and find out about the aircraft 
involved.  

After more searching on various 
websites about Handley Page airliners I 
discovered that 2 had been bought by 
Sir Alan Cobham in the early 1930's.  A 
Handley Page W10, with the civil 
registration G-EBMR and a Handley 
Page HP 35 Clive, civil registration G-
ABYX. I was puzzled as to how to know 
which one it was. Then I remembered in 
the newspaper report it mentioned that 
the Air Ministry would be involved at the 
Inquest on the boys.  I decided to try 
and search whether there were Air 
Ministry accident reports for this time. 
Sure enough I found that these were 
kept as part of the National Archive from 
1919 onwards. 

These showed that on the 11th  June 
1933 aircraft G-ABYX had been 
involved in an accident in Leeds. There 
was a fee to look at this archive but I 
now had the information I wanted.

I now trawled the Web to see if I could 
find any photographs of this plane. 
There were a couple showing it 
stationary on a field, but then I had a 
eureka moment. Almost by accident I 
looked at website about the opening of 
Doncaster Airport in 1934. It was a 50 
second Pathe News clip but I found the 
last 5-6 seconds almost surreal, there 
was G-ABYX doing a low level fly past, 
just as it would have done over the 
Clearings about 80 years ago. 

See 
http://www.britishpathe.com/video/donca
ster-air-port-aka-doncaster-
airport/query/Hugh

We should be able to buy some stills 
from this film for our purposes.



  

Where to find us?

We are based in Middleton park, and currently 
operate out at the new Visitor Centre.

The event's are held there on a Sunday.
Visitor Centre

Above – The Middleton Railway's 1903 built 
Matthew Murray stops at the new look Park Halt

IMPROVED PARK ~ IMPROVED PARK HALT
This year the railway has seen a great improvement in 
it's facilities without the need to put in hours of its 
volunteer labour, I refer of course to the new look
Park Halt. This provides a much more attractive 
entrance to the park for people arriving on the train. 
In the coming years when there is the park's visitor 
centre running, themed trails around the park and the 
replica horse gin to see hopefully many more 
passengers will stop off at Park Halt turning their trip 
to the railway into an enjoyable full day out. 
A QUICK DRINK
While there are nice new benches to sit on at Park Halt 
we don't want people sitting there wondering why the train
hasn't turned up. A regular cause of the odd 5 minute 
delay here and there was the well known need for steam 
engines to be regularly filled with water. To minimise these 
delays we have built a new watering point for the engines 
at our Moor Road platform. This saves the need to go to
 the engine shed every time the engine needs water and 
should improve our time keeping.
CHANGING TIMES
The railway has run to the current timetable for many years 
but for 2013 we have been looking at changing things. Our 
Saturday diesel service will start at the much earlier time 
of 1100 to match the times of  our Sunday steam service. 
We will also have a short break in the middle of the day, 
this is based on a regular lunch time drop off in passenger 
numbers as well as the benefit a break will have to the 
engine crews. This break should be of benefit to park events. 
Currently events where FoMP members meet the train involve 
the 1300 train from Moor Road, this will still run just the same 
but the next train will be 1400 from Moor Road and 1415 off 
the park making a leisurely walk in the park a bit more leisurely.
 Below is a preview of the new timetable that will begin with 
the new season at the railway in March

  
WX

Moor 
Road 
Dep.

11:00 11:40 12:20 13:00 14:00 14:40 15:20 16:00

Park 
Halt 
Arr.

11:08 11:48 12:28 13:08 14:08 14:48 15:28 16:08

Park 
Halt 
Dep.

11:15 11:55 12:35 13:15 14:15 14:55 15:35 16:15

Moor 
Road 
Arr.

11:25 12:05 12:45 13:25 14:25 15:05 15:45 16:25

Middleton Railway 2013 Timetable - Saturdays, 
Sundays & Bank Holiday Mondays

WX   Does not run on August Wednesdays
Please note this timetable does not apply
 to some Special Events and 1st January.

Train Fares (Inclusive of  Engine House admission)
Adult Day Rover Ticket £5.00, Adult Single Journey 
Ticket £2.50*
Child Day Rover Ticket £2.50, Child Single Journey 
Ticket £1.50*
Family Day Rover Ticket £13.00 (2A+3C)
Children under 3 years of age travel free
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